
 

 

Guide to Using Recreation Reserves for Events  
This guide provides information on a selection of Surf Coast Shire Recreation 
Reserves that are commonly considered for community events, festivals, fun runs, 
markets, sporting events and other temporary activities outside of their normal 
sporting use. 

These sites have been included because they are the locations most frequently 
requested for events. Not every reserve is suitable for every type of event, and 
additional sites may be considered on a case-by-case basis. The information 
below will help you identify potential locations and understand the approval 
process before submitting an application. 

Suitable Recreation Reserves 

Some recreation reserves can accommodate events, while others are only 
suitable for much smaller activities. 

Whether a reserve is appropriate depends on: 

• expected attendance  
• event duration  
• infrastructure required  
• impacts on sporting users  
• traffic and parking requirements  
• environmental impacts  
• seasonal ground conditions  

 
Some reserves are managed directly by Council, while others are managed by 
Community Asset Committees (CACs). Additional approvals may be required for 
tenanted and Community Asset Committee managed sites.  

Event Categories 

Event type 
Typical 
attendance 

Suitable activities 

Low 
Impact 

Up to 50 
people 

Small community gatherings, fitness sessions, 
picnics, workshops or similar activities with minimal 
infrastructure. 



 

 

Event type 
Typical 
attendance 

Suitable activities 

Medium 
Impact 

51–600 people 
Community festivals, markets, events with vendors, 
stages or temporary infrastructure. 

High 
Impact 

More than 600 
people 

Major events requiring infrastructure, traffic 
management, multiple vendors, camping or 
extensive event management. 

Event classification is based on more than attendance numbers. Events with 
higher risks or operational complexity may be assessed as Medium or High 
regardless of participant numbers. 

IDENTIFIED SITES 
Reserve Low Medium High 

Bellbrae Reserve 
✓ 

  

Bob Pettitt Reserve 
✓ 

  

Connewarre Reserve 
✓ ✓ 

 

Deans Marsh Recreation Reserve 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eastern Reserve 
✓ 

  

Ellimatta Reserve  ✓ 
  

Banyul-Warri Fields  
✓ 

  

Hesse Street Reserve 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

Modewarre Recreation Reserve 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mount Moriac Reserve 
✓ 

  

Newling Reserve 
✓ ✓ 

 

Quay Reserve 
✓ 

  

Spring Creek Recreation Reserve 
✓ 

  

Stribling Reserve 
✓ 

  

 

 

Camping Events 

https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Bellbrae-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Bob-Pettitt-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Connewarre-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Deans-Marsh-Recreation-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Eastern-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Ellimatta-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Banyul-Warri-Fields
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Hesse-Street-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Modewarre-Recreation-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Mount-Moriac-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Newling-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Quay-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Spring-Creek-Recreational-Reserve
https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves-listing/Stribling-Reserve


 

 

Camping may be permitted at selected recreation reserves that are suitable for 
medium and high impact events. 

Camping proposals are assessed on a case-by-case basis as part of the event 
application process. 

Overflow Parking 

Some recreation reserves may be approved for temporary overflow parking 
during events. 

Please note: 

• approval is not automatic  
• seasonal conditions will be considered  
• existing sporting users take priority  
• additional traffic management requirements may apply  

 
Spring Creek Recreation Reserve 

Please note that the use of Spring Creek reserve for parking in conjunction with 
the Torquay Common cannot be guaranteed. The use of this space for car 
parking will depend on the time of year and the specific user group at the time of 
the event. Priority will be given to the current user group. Event organisers are 
required to make prior arrangements for parking, as the nature of fixtures means 
the local user group may not know what will be on at the time the event site is 
confirmed. – to be processed through the events team  

Tenant Fundraising Events 

Sporting clubs may apply to hold fundraising events on their leased or licensed 
reserve. 

These events are assessed individually to ensure they are appropriate for the site 
and minimise impacts on other users and the reserve. 

Legacy Events 

A legacy event is a significant event that has occurred over an extended period of 
time. These events are often evolving, however still maintain their core purpose, 
such as fostering community, raising funds or driving economic development to 
the region. An example of a legacy event is Mountain to Surf – a 2000 capacity 
running event which utilises Stribling Reserve Oval. 

Applying to Use a Recreation Reserve 



 

 

The application process depends on the scale of your event. Please note that fees 
vary depending on the site and process of the application.  

Low Impact Events 

• Complete the Recreation Reserve Permit application. 
• Council assesses the application.  
• Additional information may be requested.  
• Permit issued. 

Medium and High Impact Events 

• Complete an Event Application. 
• Events Team assesses suitability.  
• Required documentation submitted.  
• Referrals and approvals completed.  
• Event Authorisation issued. 

Things to Consider 

Before selecting a recreation reserve, consider: 

• Vehicle access  
• Parking capacity  
• Noise impacts  
• Waste management  
• Public amenities  
• Protection of turf and surrounding infrastructure  

 

Need Help? 

If you're unsure which recreation reserve is best suited to your event, contact the 
Events Team before submitting your application. 

Call: 02 5261 0600  
Email: events@surfcoast.vic.gov.au  

 

https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Community/Recreation-and-leisure/Recreation-Reserve-Permit
https://au.openforms.com/Form/5c28a417-03c2-4fc7-96f6-879ea598332c
mailto:events@surfcoast.vic.gov.au

